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Overview

The most popular Access add-in ever, Total Access Analyzer has received rave reviews and numerous awards, including every "Best Access Add-in" award since 1994. It is recognized as the premier tool for generating comprehensive documentation and analysis of Access databases, and many developers won’t ship their databases without running them through Total Access Analyzer first.
Stage 1 – Documenting the original Access 2003 Northwind database
It is assumed that you have MS Office 2003 and FMS Total Access Analyzer installed on your machine. 
Starting FMS Total Access Analyzer (FMS)

Open original Northwind.mdb and make sure the database is compiled
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Figure 1. Compiled Northwind database

Start FMS add-in.
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Figure 3. Main menu of FMS
Check version
Selecting Objects to be documented
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Figure 4. FMS documentation wizard – Page 1 of 3
[image: image4.png]B Documentation Wizard - Page 2 of 3

Specity Select any other optons shown below fr analyss/cross referencing, secuiity, of cther generaloptions

General
Optons
7 Generste Fied xRl W Generale ModuleXRel [ Generae Disgiams
Generale a cross reference Generale across efererce  Generae the Applicalon, Data,
analysis showing where fields analysis for detailed information and Object diagrams
e used tiugho the on ol VBA code n the
database database
W Basiment Flaionships | ¥ Document Securty 7 Document Containers and Doc.s
Documentlocal and rherted  Document roups,users, and  Document he database's
table and query elaonships  pemmisions for ach deabase  contaners and doctments
defned nhe catzbase cbiect colestons and the properies

' Compact After Documentation

Compact the oulpu database on
completon of documentation o

save disk space Performance Analysis
Selings

Concel | <Back | MNew> | o





Figure 5. FMS documentation wizard - Page 2 of 3
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Figure 6. FMS documentation wizard - Page 3 of 3
Analyzing documenting errors
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Figure 7.  Documentation Complete
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Figure 8. Documentation explorer

BUG
Note: The Microsoft sample Northwind 2003 database contains data access pages, which make use of temporary objects (with names such as "~TMPCLP369211"). Total Access Analyzer reads these as invalid objects. Ignore them in the report. You can run the following function to find all such temp objects in your database.

'-----------------------------------------------

Public Function GetTempTableNames()

'-----------------------------------------------

On Error GoTo Err_GetTempTableNames

Dim tdf As DAO.TableDef

For Each tdf In CurrentDb().TableDefs

    Debug.Print tdf.Name

Next

Exit_GetTempTableNames:

    Exit Function

Err_GetTempTableNames:

    MsgBox "Error: " & Err.Number & " " & Err.Description, vbCritical + vbOKOnly, "Validation in GetTempTableNames"

    Resume Exit_GetTempTableNames

End Function

Error ‘Access Option [Perform Name AutoCorrect] should be turned off.’ It is self descriptive.

Error ‘Report [Employee Sales by Country] Text Box [Range] in property/action [ControlSource] references Field [<Unknown>].[Beginning Date] which does not exist.’ Relates to the report that requires two input parameters:
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Figure 9. Report Employee Sales by Country
Error ‘User has no password assigned.’ Refers to admin login – default login – no need to change password.

SUGGESTION
NOW IT IS ZERO

Stage 2 – Modifying original Northwind database
Rename table Products to ProductsRenamed
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Figure 10. Renamed table Products

Rename column Orders!OrderID to Orders!OrderIDRenamed
Rename Orders!OrderID to Orders!OrderIDRenamed

[image: image10.png]B Microsoft Access - [Orders : Table]

1 File Edit View Insert Tools Window Help

| CrderDRenamed Autollumber | Unique order number.
CustomerlD Text Same entry as in Customers table.
Employeeld Number ‘Same eniry as in Employees tabl.
OrderDate Date/Time
RequredDate Date/Time.
Shippecate Date/Time.
Shiptia Number Same 5 Shipper ID in Shippers table.
Freicht Currency
Shptiame Text Name of person or company to receive the shipment.
ShipAddress Text Street address only —no post-office box lowed.
Sty Text
ShipRegion Text State or province.
ShpPostaiCode Text




Figure 11. Renamed column Orders!OrderIDRenamed

Results of documenting
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Figure 12. Errors in document explorer
SSW Performance PRO! – essential tool for performance tuning your Access front end or Upsizing to SQL Server database
http://www.ssw.com.au/ssw/PerformancePRO/
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Figure 13. SSW Performance PRO errors.

Resources 
· Adam Cogan – Chief Architect, MSDN Regional director
http://www.ssw.com.au/SSW/Employees/employeesprofile.aspx?EmpID=AC
Technical Standards

SSW follows a series of technical standards of best practices for application development and project management. These can be found at http://www.ssw.com.au/SSW/Methodology/Rules.aspx  
http://www.ssw.com.au/SSW/Standards/Rules/RulestoBetterAccessDatabases.aspx
http://www.ssw.com.au/ssw/standards/Rules/RulesToBetterWindowsForms.aspx
http://www.ssw.com.au/ssw/kb/KBResult.aspx?searchOn=Words&searchFor=Access
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